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serves that name; and there he takes out all the
sums of money which the chapman has sent up, or
bills which he has received, and these make the
creditor side of the account; and so the balance is
drawn out; and this man thinks himself a mighty
good accountant, that he keeps his books exactly ;
and so perhaps he does, as far as he keeps them at
all; that is to say, he never sends a parcel away to
his customer but he enters it down ; and never re-
ceives a bill from him, but he sets it down when
the money is paid; bat now take this man and his
chap together, as they are making up this account,
he will find, that if his chapman has kept his ac-
counts exactly, he will be able to do himself justice
on the credit side of his account, if the tradesman
has, as he well may, overlooked any sum he has
paid him ; but if, in the confusion of mixed articles,
he has erred on the other hand, the latter, though
he as easily finds it out as he did the other, perhaps
is not honest enough to do him justice on that side,
but takes the account as it is given him, pays the
balance, and takes a receipt in full. And perhaps
this is never discovered till some years after, that
the tradesman dies; when a person expert at ac-
counts, and employed by the executors, finds him-
self obliged to draw out a ledger from the other two
books, which the shopkeeper ought to have done;
and though it is demanded by the executors, and
proof offered to be made, the man who could take
such an advantage, will be very likely to keep his
hold, and plead his receipt in full, and possibly, if
six years are elasped, the statute of limitations, in
bar of any proceedings upon such a demand. And
as several other such mistakes might also happen, a
tradesman's family may be very great sufferers by
his negligence ; so that if he did not know how to
keep a ledger himself, he had better have hired a